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2005 Alberta Events

Edmonton and Area
◆ Mar. 13: Edmonton Brier
◆ June 24-July 3: Jazz City International Music

Festival, Edmonton
◆ June 24-July 6: The Works Art & Design Festival
◆ June 23-July 17: River City Shakespeare Festival 
◆ July 8-17: Edmonton International Street 

Performers Festival
◆ July 21-30: Edmonton’s Klondike Days 
◆ July 22-31: World Masters Games
◆ Aug. 4-7: Edmonton Folk Music Festival
◆ Aug. 18-28: Edmonton International Fringe 

Theatre Festival
◆ Nov. 9-13: Canadian Finals Rodeo

Calgary and Area
◆ Jan. 28-Mar. 6: playRites Festival
◆ Feb. 11-21: Calgary Winter Festival
◆ May 24-28: Calgary International

Children’s Festival
◆ June 8-12: The National – Spruce Meadows 
◆ June 17-26: Calgary International Jazz Festival
◆ June 29-July 3: Canada One – Spruce Meadows 
◆ July 6-10: The North American – Spruce Meadows
◆ July 8-17: Calgary Exhibition and Stampede
◆ July 28-31: Calgary Folk Music Festival

Rockies
◆ Jan. 16-30: Jasper in January
◆ Jan.14-16: Ice Magic Sculpture Competition,

Lake Louise
◆ May-Aug.: Banff Arts Festival
◆ June 3-5: Wild River Rendezvous, Grande Cache
◆ July 30-Aug. 1: Canadian Death Race, Grande Cache
◆ July 30-Aug. 1: Mary Reimer Memorial Rodeo,

Hinton
◆ Aug. 7-13: TransRockies Challenge, Fernie to

Canmore
◆ Sept. 11 : Mozart on the Mountain, Canmore
◆ Oct. 29-Nov. 6: Banff Mountain Film Festival

Alberta South
◆ May 29: Beethoven in the Badlands, Drumheller
◆ June 16-19:  Cowboy Poetry Gathering,

Pincher Creek
◆ June 23-26: Medicine Hat Jazz Fest 
◆ July 8-10 & 15-17: Canadian Badlands Passion Play,

Drumheller
◆ June 23-26: Medicine Hat Jazz Fest 
◆ July 15-17: Rum Runner Days, Crowsnest Pass
◆ Aug. 6-7: Lethbridge International Airshow

Alberta Central
◆ June 4 & 5: Vintage Tractor Show, Westlock
◆ July 1-3: Ukrainian Pysanka Festival, Vegreville
◆ July 28–31: Big Valley Jamboree, Camrose
◆ July 28-August 1: Lac La Biche Pow-Wow & Fish

Derby
◆ Aug. 19–21: David Thompson Days, Rocky

Mountain House

Alberta North
◆ June 30-July 3: Centennial Walleye & Pike Classic,

Slave Lake
◆ July 1-3: Magnificent River Rats Festival,

Athabasca
◆ July 15-16: Peace Fest, Peace River
◆ July 15-17: Gold Cup Jet Boat Race, Peace River
◆ July 16: Alberta Open Sand Sculpture

Championship, Lesser Slave Lake Prov. Park
◆ July 22-24: Athabasca Fringe Festival 
◆ July 22-23: Falher Honey Festival   

2005 Canadian Public Holidays
New Year’s Day January 1
Alberta Family Day February 21
Good Friday March 25
Easter Monday March 28
Victoria Day May 23
Canada Day July 1
Heritage Day August 1
Labour Day September 5
Thanksgiving Day October 10
Remembrance Day November 11
Christmas Day December 25
Boxing Day December 26

G
o to m

ountaineering school in the Rockies. Dig for dinosaurs in Alberta’s Badlands. Canoe a heritage river. Play on one of our

280 golf courses. Cam
p under a tarp of dancing lights. Ski through sinks of Rocky M

ountain pow
der. You don’t have to do it 

all —
 opt for just one of the holiday ideas that you’ll find in this year’s Alberta Vacation G

uide and w
e prom

ise you’ll find that

intensity, that passion, that m
ost of us lose som

etim
e around m

id-January. 

Play Around in Alberta

Beauty Creek, Jasper N
ational Park

Besides 
a 

lengthy 
roster 

of 
heart-

thudding outdoor adventures, think of
Alberta, 

w
hich 

is 
celebrating 

its
Centenary throughout 2005, as a tim

e
m

achine. A holiday here can take you
into the past, the present and the future
—

 all in one vacation. 

W
hatever 

your 
tim

e 
fram

e 
you’ll

discover Alberta is a show
piece of nat-

ural 
w

onders 
—

 
precisely 

w
hy 

the
United N

ations crow
ned this province

w
ith five of Canada’s 13 designated

UN
ESCO W

orld H
eritage Sites.

Tim
e travel back 100 years and you'll

find cow
boys and railw

ay w
orkers w

ere
leaving their tracks on this rugged land-
scape. Today in Alberta you w

ill still
spot 

those 
eclectic 

footprints 
—

stam
ped in our history, culture, food

Adventure Alert
2 

Spirit of the W
est

4 

Fam
ily Fun

6 

N
atural W

onders
8 

U
rban Delights

10 

Cultural Attractions
12 

G
olf G

etaw
ays

14 

Spas and W
ellness

16 

W
ater W

ays
18 

M
ountain Bike M

arvels
20 

W
inter Escapes

22 

O
vernight Sensations

24

W
hat’s your passion?

and spirit. A holiday here can m
ean

exploring N
orth Am

erica's largest con-
centration 

of 
petroglyphs; 

hiking 
to

heritage lodges; exploring quaint old
villages and cosm

opolitan cities; shopping
for deals at the w

orld's largest shopping
m

all or enjoying a break at a spa. 

Along this 84-page journey you'll find
12 scenic driving tours, festivals, m

ust-
see 

places, 
first-rate 

activities 
and

nam
es and num

bers of operators and
organizations that can m

ake planning a
holiday to Alberta, a snap.

W
hether 

you 
choose 

to 
vacation 

in
Alberta 

because 
of 

its 
snow

-kissed
m

ountains, 
its 

ranches, 
its 

cities 
or

diverse culture —
 there is one thing for

certain, you’ll leave w
ith m

ore than you
cam

e for. 

In this guide you w
ill discover 12

types of holidays. Each one captures
particular activities and passions
that criss-cross our province:

N
ever has that been m

ore evident than
in 2005, w

hen Alberta celebrates its
100th 

birthday 
all 

year 
long 

w
ith

events, festivals and special projects,
culm

inating on its official birthday –
Sept. 1, 2005.

This year you’ll also discover m
ore about

Alberta’s history in this Official Vacation
Guide, that’s neatly organized into six
geographic regions. Throughout these
regions 

are 
little 

historical 
cam

eos,
called Look Back, w

hich tell you tales
from

 yesterday. Other offerings focus on
today and tom

orrow
. H

ow
 far back you

turn the key on Alberta’s past is up to
you, but find it you w

ill . . . right here in
your hands.




